Mass Fatality Investigations

Terrorist actions, mass suicides, and "ethnic cleansings” unfortunately continue to make
head lines concerning massive losses of life. Where such news was once limited to commercial aircraft disasters or
natural disasters, it seemsto increasingly include the results of criminal acts requiring the services of multi-
disciplinary teams of forensic experts. This section of the bibliography includes references mostly developed from
the work of expertsat mass graves in places like Kosovo, Rwanda,or Gautemala, or air disasters and explosions
aroundthe globe. Whether the loss of life involves the sarch and recovery of a single victim, or those ofan entire
community, the disciplined and contextual collection of evidence must be carried out. For this reason, many of the
resources listed in sections such as Reconnaissance, Surveying, and Mapping Techniques, or Excavation and
Recovery Techniques, or Geophysical/Remote Sensing and Applications are applicable at mass fatality scenes.
The use of proper search, recording, and collection protocols at many of the above ground settings demonstrates
the applicability of formal archaeological techniques which were once thought only relevant in subterranean
settings. The reader interested in methodologies at large scenes should review the other sections of this
bibliography.
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